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made *he worbl 2 very small place. A nation
whiel ut one time could consider itself fairly
safe from invasion is of course now only a
few hours travel from the invader.

Then we have the guestion of war debts and
reparations.  Even under the necessity of
making another quotation, 1 shall read a
leading American authority’s opimion. Dr.
Nicholas Murray Butler, President of the
Columbia University, said—

Put bluntly, the specific eause of the plight

in which our farmers, our manufacturers, our
merchants, our railways, and our hankers find
themselves is the attempt not only to pay war
reparalions and so-called war debts, but o
pay these across frontiers that are guarded
by high and thick tariff walls whieh do not
permit internationn]l payments te he made 1
goods. A quick result hasg been an unwar-
ranted and unnatural  distribution of gold,
whieh lies uscless and sterilised at one or two
centres. We are calling aloud for a return to
prosperity, while supporting Governments in
preeigely those policies which make & return
to prosperity impossibie,
He goes on to deal with the argunent that
the American taxpayer will have to carry the
burden if war debts are written off. I was
urged that Britain was o wealthy couniry
and that she should be made to pay. Dhr.
Butler continned—

We have lost nmumy times over the sum we
hoped to receive frem this spurce. We present

the unenviable picture of cutting off our na-
tional nose tu spite our national face,

In spite of all this, T an optimistic as to the
future. I agree with the Premier of Queens-
land, Mr. Forgan Smith, who recently re-
turned from England, that the intense
nationalism prevailing will not continue very
long.

The Premier: It could not, for the world
would ¢rash under it,

Mr. PATRICK: The people of European
countries will not continue to pay 10s. or 12,
a husliel for wheat, which is evidently the
cost of growing it there, when wheat can be
obtained from other countries so cheaply.
The people will rise against it. That is the
Queensland Premier’s opinion, and I agree
with him. When that time comes, there is
no doubt that the prosperity of Western
Australia will rest on a very solid basis.
When wheat and wool return to their afore-
time prosperitv—the price of wheat has im-
provell and I think wool prices will appre-
ciate, herause no doubt the world requires
wool—and in view of the fact that we have
a third string to our how, namely the revival
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of goldmining, 1 cousider that a return to
prosperity in Western Australia is inevit-
able.

On  motion
Jonrned.

by Mr. Deney, dehate ad-

House adjourned at V.7 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
P, and read prayers.

QUESTION—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
DEDUCTIONS.

AMr., NEEDHAM asked the Treasurer:
1, What amount has been deducted from the
salaries or wages of—{(a) railway officers,
(b} State school teachers, (¢} officers under
the Public Serviee Act, (d) wmembers of
Parliament, and (e) other Government em-
plovees not mentioned above, under the
provisions of the finaneial cmergency leg-
islation which provided for reductions of
18 per cent, 20 per cent., or 22V per cent.
during each of the years ended 30th June,
1932, 1933, and 1934? 2, What amount
has been charged to revenue in respect of
unemployment relief during each of the
vears ended 30th June, 1932, 1933, and
19347 3, YWhat amount has been received
by the Treasury for each financial vear in
respeet of—({a) the 4ld. in the pound
under the Financial Emergeney Act, and (h)
the 414d. to 94. in the pound under the
Financial Emergeney Tax Aet, 1933,

The TREASURER replied: As the replies
to these questions are length, Y have pre-
pared them in the nature of a return which
T shall lay upon the Table of the House,
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QUESTION--FEDERAL MEAT EXPORT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Was the appointment (tem-
porary) of Mr. W. C. Angliss, M.I.C, to
represent \Western Australia at a recent
meeting of the Federal Meat Export Ad-
visory Committee, made as a result of
recommendations by either the Pastoralists’
or the Primary Producers’ Association!?
2, If not, will he sec that those associntions
are consnited before any sueh appointment
(temporary or otherwise) is made in future?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, The question for diseussion
at the meeting was the cousideration of the
threatened imposition, by the Tmperial Gov-
ernment, or restrictions on the importation
of meats from the Dominions. " The State
Government had previously heen asked
by the Depavtment of Commeree, in a letter
addressed to the Wyndham Meatworks, to
nominate a representative on the Federal
Meat Export Advisory Committee, and the
nomination of Mr. Farrell, the General
Manager of the Wyndham Meatworks, was
approved. The notice of the meeting was,
however, insufficient to enable Mr. Farrel
to attend, and Mr. Angliss, at his request
acted in his stead.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT,
Bull: Handling Machines.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Lands: What amount has been expended in
repair and upkeep of bulk handling
machines on the North Wharf, Fremantle,
singe lst January, 19349

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The cost to the Co-operative Bulk Handling,
Ltd., for the services rendered by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust in repairs and main-

tenance (including greasing} of the existing

hulk handling equipment on the wharves
amounted to £169 12s. 1d. for the period
from the Ist of June, 1934, to midnight of
the 15th August, 1934.

Royal Commissioner’s Report.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Premier:
When will the Government take aetion in
connection with the veport of the Royal
Commission on stored wheat?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER replied: The wmatter i-
receiving consideration.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.
Tdebate resumed frem the previous iday.

THE PREMIER (llon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.35]: I am sorry that any mem-
her in speaking to the Address-in-veply
should have found himself hampered by the
omission of nnportant matters from the
Speech delivered by His Excellency. [ can
assure the House that the Speech follows
traditional lines. 1t does not purport to he
original, and contains matter shwilar to that
contained in nearly all, if not all, of the
Speeches that have gone before. The Leadoer
of the Nationalist Party was grievously dis-
pleased because of the many important mat-
ters which the Speceh did not eontain. He
declared that the Speech filled the definition
of a line in geometry, inasmueh as it had
length and nothing move. In other words,
he eomplained of its length in addition, ap-
parently, to itz want of breadth. In the
course of the hon. memher’s speech, in which
e complained of the many matters not in-
cluded in the Licut.-Governor’s Specch, he
said il should have contained a plain and
clear statement of the policy of Alinisters
te meet and deal with present difficulties
under which the people were sulfering and n
plain statement of Ministers' execulive acts
to which they intended to resort in order
to accomplish the desired end—that s,
the acts to which the Government intendeid
to resort between now and the next Gov-
erner’s Speech. He said there shonld have
heen a2 candid disclosure of the financial
position. The financial position is disclosed
daily in our newspapers, beside heing avail-
able to every member and evervene in the
State in the official publications that are
issned from time to time. The hon. member
said that the Speech should have shown
how the future will be affected by the report
of the Federal Grants Commission.  The
loan poliey, he contended, should have heen
set out in the Speech. He said the unem-
ployment policy of the Govermment should
have heen disclosed therein, and as if thnt
was not enough he said there were other
matters of great importance to us that were
wholly omitted from the Speech. He in-
stanced the political status of Western Aus-
tralin and the future of its relations with
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the Commonwealth. 1f the Government were
to adept the role of prophet and endeavour
to emiqody in the Speech what Ministers
conceived might he the relations between
the Commonwealth and the States | should
he sorry for the Governor's Speech. The
hon. member said there was an inescapable
cligice hetween unification and secession. He
complained that in the Speech there was no
adviee on this question, Even that was not
oll.  He declared he did net wish to detain
the Fousze on other matters of importance
which had been entirely omitted from the
document.  The hon. memher would have
left oui all that the Speech contained, and
have included all those matters 1 have enum-
erated. This is the age of record breaking.
In Test cricket we have Bradman beating all
records. Not long ago tree-sitfing records
were esfablished, also a marathon dane-
ing record created, and most recently of all
we had a record created hy Ghandi's fast
i Indin. These would all have been as no-
thing to the voeal record which would have
had to he established by the Lieut.-Governor
if the Speech had contained the matters
ahout the absence of which the hon. member
complained.

Mr. Needham: He would not have heen
finished yet.

Hon. X, Keenan: He might have left out
everviling he said, and put in that matter.

The PREMIER: If the matters T have
enumerated had been fuliv set out, not
merely referved to, hut plainly set out, 1
ean imagine how Jong the Speech would
liave heen. The hon. member complained of
the length of the Speech. Even if it were
stripped of its length and the maiter it con-
tained. and perhaps improved with the
breadth of the matters which the hon. mem-
ber would have included in it, still it would
have been of interminable length.

The Minister for Employment: The Case
would have been nothing to it.

The PREMIER: Tt would almost have
outstripped the Case for Secession in hulk.
The hon. member said a definite campaign
waz being launched, not to work ourselves
out of our troubles, but to talk ourselves
out of them. He said, “The Premier him-
self, notwithstanding his ufterances o the
confrary made on occasions lends himself to
this propaganda.” Just there | would re-
mark that if there was any man, al any rate
in this State, who ocenpied even a semi-
publie posifion. who could least be aceused
of lending hiwnzelf to propaganda, of talk-
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ing ourselves out of the depression, I think
I could claim to be that person. He said
in support of that, that in a recent issue ot
the “Financial News,” of London, an issue
specially dealing with the developmnent of
gold mining in Western Australia, on the
front cover was a foreword contributed by
the Premmier, and the foreword emphas-

ised that Western Aunstralia was  able
te meet and surmount the effects of
the depression by the successful de-

velopment of the gold mining industry.
That is what {he hon. memher stated. Now,
[ said no such thing., Any such impression
us that definitely eonveyed here by the hon,
member is without foundation.

Hon. N. Keenan: What did you say?

The PREMIER: The Lon. member is
Just a second previews. What I did say
was that the restoration of a high measure
of profit and prosperity to the industry in
the last couple of years had heen a pri-
mary factor in enabling Western Australia
to face and snrmount the depression. To
say that a thing is a primary faetor en-
abling a Staic to do something is a vastly
different matter from saying that that thing
is solely vesponsible for the resnit. The
lon. member further stated—

We are ‘mc-rely living in a fool ‘s paradise it
we imagine that the swecess of the industry has

been, or ever coull be, so great as to fully
counteract the cffects of the depression,

With that remark [ entively agree. 1Tt
woulil he most foolish to say that the de-
velopment and the prosperity of the mining
industry could of themselves be wholly re-
sponsible for the improvement in the State.
The hon. memhber charged me with saying
that, but of course 1 did not say it at all,
There was no exaggeration on my part;
and 1 am not to be included in the eategory
of men who talk themselves out of diffi-
cultios because I said that the improvement
in our mining industry had been a primary
tactor in the improved condition of the
State.
Hon, N. Keenan: “In surmounting.”

The PREMIER: Yes; & primary factor.
Hon. N, Keenan: “Surmounting.”

The PREMIER: “Surmounting” is not
the real point of the matter. When one says
that somsthing is a primary factor, one
implies that there are other primary fac-
tors, and perhaps factors other than pri-
mary, which have enabled the State to en-
deavour to recover its position. In dealing
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with the unemployment position the hon.
member said—

As to the diminution in the number of those
receiving sustenance, which is referred to in
the Speech, being any sign of returning pros-
perity, undoubtedly it would be so if they had
gone off the sustenance roll to be absorbed in
industry, but that is far from being the ease;
they are simply being employed as sustenance
workers in doing what is called sustenance
work.

That statement is definitely ineorrect. The
total number of men on sustenance and
relief work—T1 ask hon. members to note
those words, “on sustenance and relief
work"—in August of 1933 was 14,053, and
the total number of men on sustenance and
relief work in Angust of 1934, ihis present
month, is 10,890, representing a rednetion
of 3,163 on the number of men cared for
by the Government in August of last vear.
It will be seen, therefore, that the rvedue-
tion in the number of unemployed has not
been brought about, as the hon. member
asserts, by a mere transference of men from
sustenanee to loan works, because I have
just shown that during the past 12 months
the number of men who are the cave of the
Government in both categories, sustenance
and relief work, has decreased by 3,163. So
it is not correct to say that the veduction
in the number of unemployed has heen
hrought about by merely transferring men
from Consclidated Hevenue and sustenance
expenditure to loan expenditure or relief
work. They have heen, they must have been,
absorbed in industry; there is no other ex-
planation of the fizuves. The number on
sustenance in that period of 12 months, from
August of last year to August of this year,
lal]l from 5,901 to 1,136; and the number
of men. on relief work has increased only
fron 8,152 to 9,754, So it will be seen
that the hon. member’s assertion about the
lransfer of unemployed men to support on
Borrowed money cannot be maintained.

The Minister for Employment: As usual!

The PREMIER: The hon. member pro-
cecded—

How long can we go on borrowing huge
sums, as we are berrowing to-day not to earry
out any great public works which, if earried
out, would be a souree of employment on a
large seale, both direetly and indireetly, bhut
works merely to alleviate the strain on Con-
solidated Revenue—-

Mr. Cross: That is what the member for
Nedlands thinks about the water supply!

[ASSEMBLY.}

The PREMIER: T continve the quota-
tion—

—to take over from Consolidated Revenue
the task of mainfaining the necessitous in

our community, and passing on that task to
Be horne by loan maoneys/

What is the position with regard to the
large numbers of men who are out of work
in this State and in the other States of Aus-
tralia! The hon. member evidently dis-
approves of Governments horrowing money
in order to employ those who are out of
work. He disapproves of that policy, He
says the work is nnproductive.

Hon, N, Keenan: I disapprove of borrow-
ing for unproductive works.

The PREMLER: The hon. member will
surely admit that neither this nor any other
Govermmnent would employ men on unpro-
ductive works if productive works were avail-
able. However, | am not admitting that the
men are being employed on works entirely
unproductive. | was coming to that aspect
later. But even if the position were as the
hon. member suggests, what are the facts?
We have a larye number of men out of work.
The hon. member contends that it is a false
poliey to borvow money in order to employ
them. Very well; we will assume that to be
right,  What is the alternative? There iz
only one alternative—to allow those men to
remain anemployed, out of work, and to
maintain  them by sustenanee payments.
That is the sole alternative, unless there he
a third, to which, T believe, nobody would
subseribe, and least of all the hon. member.
The third alternative is to take the stand
that those men are not the carve of the Gov-
ermmuent at all and that they must he allowed
to go hungry. Needless to say, that view
cannot he entertained. TIf it is wrong to
borrow money to employ those men——

Hon, N, Keenan: I did not say, wrong fo
borrow money to employ them, hut wrong to
borrow money to employ them as they are
heing employed now, and not on some great
public work,

The PREMIER: That is so; the hon.
member did say that. Buat the hon. member
knows perfectly well that after nearly four
years of unemployment in this State, it i=
not possible for any human heing to-day to
find works of a reproductive charncter as
that phrase is understood by the hon. mem-
ber. Therefore my point remains good: if
we are to employ those men only on repro-
ductive works, then, such works not heing
available to the hand of the Government, we
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=heuld not borrow money to employ the men.
That, I think, fairly puts the hon. member’s
case.  If we ecannot find works of a repro-
duetive nalure, we <hould not borrow money
te employ men on works not wholly repro-
ductive aned o =ome cases possibly aof
reproductive at all. That is the hon. mem-
ber’s ease. | ask again, what is the alterna-
tive? Is it to keep the men in iilleness and
maintain them out of the dole, hy wustenanre
pavments? TIn that case, having regard to
the financial position of the State, which for
many years past has had beavy defieits, the
thing will merely be done in another way,
tor if work is not found for those men and
they are maintained by sustenance payments,
the deficit must inerease largely, We ave
not balaneéing onr ledger, and whatever
amount we fail L0 balance it by at the end
oi the year has to be made good by horvrowed
mohey, and hy o other wmeans. So we
should have to borrow money to payv a deficit
resulting from heavy pavments of susten-
anee waney to men out of work. Thus we
should be inereasing owr loan indebtedness,
and consequently our oversea interest hill,
without having anythimer whatever to show
for it in the way of either reproductive work
or work of any kind whatever,

The Minister for Fimployment: And at the
same time we should he robbing the men of
their independence.

The PREMIER: At least much of the
work that is being done is, if not reproduc-
tive, yet highly useful and necessary, and
will he of great convenicnce and assistance
to the people nf Western Australia in the
many direetions in which it is heing carried
out. Where does the hon. member’s argu-
ment lead to if followed up? Assuming that
he was in charge of the affairs of the State

and pursuing the policy enunciated by him

n his speech of last Tuesday, he would re-
fuse to borrow money nnless he could sce
that it would be expended on reproductive
works., Well, such works are not availahle
here to-day—not immediately reproductive
works. But many of the works now being
earried out will prove indireetly repreduc-
tive, or perhaps direcily reproductive in the
vears to come. But that does not fit in with
the hon. member's poliey as expressed by
him; and so he would not go on with sueh
works, but would allow men fo remain out
of employment and on the dole. That is a
policy whieh, in my opinion, cannot be de-
fended anywhere. As regards the policy of
borrowing te maintain unemploved, during
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these luter years, | have attended many
Premiers” Conferences. 1 have attended »
couple of them dnring the past 12 month-.
There 1 met Premiers and representative
men drawn {rom the various States of Aus-
tralia, and it was agreed that the ouly pos-
sible thing that the Governments could do
to-day was to horrow, to a eertain extent,
in order to relieve the position as we found
it with regard to uwnemplovment. I Gov-
craments had not adopted that course, I
hesitate to say what the result would have
heen. Does the member for Nedlands ( Hon.
N. Keenan) imagzine that the lavge amy
of unemployed in Australia, an  army
oflicially  recorded  as  numbering  over
3000000 men, and, T think, as many morve
not recorded-—the official vecords do not
inclnde the lavge number of women and
vouths threughout Australia who are out of
wark—would have remained eontent ipdefi-
nitely it all the States had adopted the
policy suggested hy him and vefused to
horrow unless there were works of a re-
productive  character to he undertaken?
Does he suggest that such a vast army of un-
employed would sit down indefinitely and
be content to draw the dole that they have
heenr subjected to during the past two or
ihre¢ yeurs? Of course, they would not
be content to do so. No Government could
aflford to take the vizk, nor should any Gov-
ernment attempt to impose upon the larpe
uumber of men and women who are out of
work in this und every other State of Aus-
iralia, conditions of employment and of lile
governed hy the payvment of the dole, with-
out any opportunity to work at all.
Whether the expenditure of money involved
in the borrowing policy was for works, re-
productive or otherwise, there is an abso-
lutely undoubted duty upon the Governments
of all the States to do something towards
relieving the distress cceasioned hy unem-
ployment during this trying perivd.  Al-
thanzh the amount involved may seem large,
and we way not appear to have wholly ro-
prodactive work to show for all the ex-
pendilure, at ieasl we have some aszeis to
show for it. We have harbours thar have
been constructed, roads built, railways con-
structed or regraded, drainage works and
ivrigation schemes carried omt. All these
works that have heen undertaken through
the expenditure of the money are not en-
tirely unveproductive. After all, the
amount involved is a very small sum used
in an endenvour to ense the condition: of
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the unemploved and those dependeni upon
them during the past two or three years,
compared with what the nation made avail-
able in past yeavs, and would undoubtedly
ilo 50 again should the necessity arise, merely
ta be hlown into the uir, with nothing what-
ever to show for it.

My, Doney: We have always recognised
that the works vou have inentioned are in-
directly reproductive.

The PREMIER: That 1s not what the
member for Nedlands eontended. If, in
tines of nafional stress and attnek, we
could find such vast sums of mouney, is it to
he said that we cannat provide even this
comparatively infinitesimal amount in orvder
that the men of the nation, in times of great
unetnployment, may receive something to
enable them to varry on under conditions
scmewhat approaching those thev should be
permitied to enjoy? T would not eare to be
associated with a Government that would
adopt a policy of sitting down and saying,
“#We will pol horrow wny moeney to provide
ciplovment Loy thogse who need it, until
and unless we are able o find reprodnctive
works” 1 wonld Le sorry For any Govern-
ment in Ausbralia that would adopt such
an attitnde,  There would be sueh a storm
around their heads as wonlil sweep them
and perhaps the Constitution under which
we in Australia live, out of existence. 'The
member for Nedlamds also said—

But what ptan are we following; what de-
finite end have we in view? None whatever!
Tt ts merely a ease of keeping the wheels turn-
ing over, marking thme in the vain hope that
somehow or somefime or other Providence may
come to our aid and show us the way out.

What plan does the hon. member sngwost?

Mr. Needham: e did not suggest any-
thing.

The PREMIER : What plan did he place
hefore his colleagues when he was a mem-
her of a Government?

My, Raphael: He left them. amd vatted
on hiz friends.

Member: Tt was just as well.

The PREMIER: Right fthrough i
speech, the member Tor Nedlands pointad
out what was wrong with ithe Government's
policy, but he did not give the slightesl in-
dication that he had any plan.

Hon. N. Keenan: Do you expert the mem-
bers of the Opposition to lay down o poliex?
1s that their duty?

The PREMIER: That is altowether too
hoary! It is the duty of any man wha thiuks

[ASSEMBLY.]

he has o plan—and the hon. wember must
have his plan, seeing that he talked about
a plan-——whether he he a member of the Op-
position or not, fo place that plan before
the House, particularly in sueh stresstul
times of national diffienity as the present.
If such a member were sitting on the Op-
position side of the TMouse, he would be
quickly transferred fromn the Opposition to
the Government benches.

AMr. Hegney: Particutarly when the miem-
her for Nedlands said he desired to help the
Grovernment.

The PREMIER: Yes, so he said. Let
us leave the Government out of it altogether;
it 15 a matter of helping the people and the
State. By outlining a plan, the hon. mem-
ber would point the way to the ['remniers
of the other States as well, and he would
show them the way to go. Again 1 repeat
iy qiery to him.  He was a member of o
Government for 12 or 18 months, during
which time the State renched the peak perind
of the unemployment trouble, when the lary-
est amount of money in the history of the
State wus paid away in sustenance. Where
was his plan then? Whag it that his col-
leagues would not listen to his plan, or was
he unable to impress upon them the value of
his proposals? If we are marking time as
the member for Nedlands snggested—and 1
confess that we are—so is the whole world
marking time. Can the hon. menber point
to asy ecountry in the world that, in the
face of the vast economic tronbles conlront-
ing all peoples, is not marking time?

Mr. Doney: Except, perhaps, the Old
Country.
The PREMIER: The Old Country i

marking time.
Mr. Doney: Nob to the extent that other

“eonntries arve.

The PREMIER: 1 do not say that every
nation in the world is absolutely in step while
marking time, but I do snggest that the world
s murking time in these days.

My, North: 1t is the end of an age. [t
is the dawning of u' new age,

The PREMIER : T believe, with the me-
her for Claremont {Mr. North) that if it ix
not the end, we are eertainly approaching
the end of an age and of syvstems ind con-
ditions that have obtained for a long (ime
past.  We are approaching the end, and the
age will disappear, just as ages in the dimn
distant past have disappeared. Ages have
risen up aml then gone dowi.  That has heen
the history of the world thronghout i time.
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We are now reaching a period similar to
that when former empires that had risea to
erreat heizhts, passed into oblivion, and new
eonditions aroze out of the ashes.

Mr. Stubbs: .And what will happen to us!

The PREMIER: We will have Lo face
the experience just as others have done. |
cmphasise that we are marking time. T could
understand the type of complaint voiced hy
the member for Nedlands if elsewlhere con-
ditions were entirely satisfactory and if the
position in other countries were not as it i=
in Westeyrn Australin.  All over Australia
and thronghout the world, Governments ave
marking time, and so the Govermmnent in this
State are merely marking time in the ranks
of a tremendons world-wide army,

Mr, Donexr: But whyg admit that you are
marking time? If vour employvment figures
are correct, vou are not marking time hut
making some progress.

The PREMIER : I helieve we are advanc-
ing to a certain extent, and I helieve the

world s emerging  correspondingly—I1
dare not sav that we are emerging,
or | shall be aceused of talking owr-

selves out of our troubles instead of working
onr way out—-but 1 have always been very
eautions to refrain from giving the people
an idea that the State was around the corner.
In view of the conditiona that are world-
wide, it i= entively idle for the member {or
Nedlands to lay the charge at the door of
this or auy other Government, that they are
ot proceeding along any definite plan thal
will help the State out of its troubles, and
that they are marking time. We are com-
pelled to mark time by international and
world-wide considerations over which we
have no control whatever. Then again the
wember for Nedlandx said—

And vet we are adding to these borrowings

at a rate that equals the most extravagant rate
in all our extravagant vears in the past.

That is definitely not correct. The loan ex-
penditure last vear was £2,684,000.
Hon. N. Keenan: What was vour defieit?
The PREMIER: T am talking about our
horrewing, and the remirks of the hon.
member.
Hon. N.
deficits.
The PREMIER: Whatever borrowing we
Jdo to provide for the deficits is included in
our horrowings beeauze by no other way can
a Government meet the deficits. The member
for Nedlands claimed that the Government
had borrowed most exiravagantly. T have

Keenan: You horrow for the
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imdlicated that the loan expenditure last year
was £2,684,000, uind that is 37 per cent. only
of the borrowings in the highest year. That
i= another of the hon. member’s typically ex-
travagant =tatements.

The Minister for Employment: But it wag
fairly close to the truth for him.

The PREMIER: Tt was not our horrow-
ing that may be classed as extravagant but
vather the tangmage in which the member for
Nedlands couched his speecl.

Hon. N. Keenan: Tf vou add the defivit
to the actual amount of money borrowed,
what then?

The PREMIER: That wonld not alter the
pusition.

EHon. N, Keenan: Of course it would.

The PREMIER: The hon. member e¢annot
reb away from the position because in the
vears of our most extravagant borrowing, we
alzo had deficits. If it is vight to add to our
borrowings of last year the minount of the
deficit, it wounld also he corrveet to add to the
horrowings in the highest vear the deficit for
that particular year,

Hon, N. Keenan: Certainly, de so.

The PREMTER: And it wenid not alter
the fignres T have ruoted.

Hon, X. Keenan: Of course it would.

The PREMTER: Certainiy not. hecanse in
the years of our most extravagant horrowing
we had large deficits that were not included
in the loan figures, but had to bhe provided
for ull the same. 8o much for the hon. mem-

her's criticism  of our borrowings and
finance.  The Lender of the Qpposition

eriticised Eoirly strougly, and so also did
the Leader of the Nationalist Party, ihe
work ol the Transport Board, hoth for
their administration and interpretation
of the Act. Both those gentlemen said the
hoard's pelicy was to refuse road licenses
and prohibit road transport—T am sticking
strietly to the words emploved by those hon.
gentlemen—and both elaimed that this was
voi the intention of Parliament. T need
not read what they have said, because hnth
their speeches will he fresh in the minds of

members mencrally, The hosrd hax done
nothing and e¢an do nothing apari

from what the Bill provided, and that any-
thing the board may do conirary to the
Act ¢on be challenged in the courts of the
iand, How can it he suggested that Par-
liament id net intend the board to do what
it has done? TIf members then had those
opiniens which they lave expressed now,
wh» did not they express them when the
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Bill was before the House! 1n speaking on
the Transport Co-ordination Bill, the Leader
of the Opposition said this—

Roud transport is now competing with the

old system of railway transport to the detri-
ment of the railways . . I want this road
trausport to feed our railways . . I wish
to encourage other tramsport, not in opposition
to the railways, hut as feeders to them . .
The railways arc there and they have to be
used. T helieve they can be used cheaper than
any read transpori. The main thing is to feed
the lines and keep the traing full.
Yet now that the hoard is endeavouring to
give vffect to that policy the hon. member
claiin: that it is misinterpreting the Act.
What more has the board done than that
whieh was said by the hon. member in the
word: I have just quoted? The contribu-
tion ot the Leader ol the Nationalist Party
to the debate was on the constitutional
method of appointing the hoard. We re-
member the proposal the hon. member made
in that respeet. What have the members of
the board done to warrant the eriticisin
which has heen leaped upon them. The
Leader of the Opposition suys they have
done nothing hut refuse licenses.

Mr. Doney: Much of the eriticism wns
that they shonbd have journeved out inte
the country to see the actual conditions there
hefore making the changes,

The PREMIER: § am coming to that.
Actually road licenses have been refused to
165 applicants and issued fo approximately
350 appliecants. Ahout 10 per eeni. of the
165 applicants refused have been olfered
and have aceepted conditional licenses.

Mr. Stubbs: Pending appeal.

The PREMIER : No, not pending appeal
at all.  They have aceepted conditional
licenses, which means that instead of hav-
ing a free hand as they had in the past to
run daily or at any time and carry any-
thing they like, they have now conditional
licenses to firade on certain days in the
week in regard fo eertain eommodities, as
is being done in the Williams district.
Foriv per cent. of those who were refused
licerses have accepted those conditions.

Mr. Doney : But acceplance does not
necessarily menn salisfaction.
The PREMIER : Of course not. Would

any man with a truck who has had a free
run of the main road from here to Albany,
paraliel to the railway, picking np al the
cream of the tratlic and goods—would such
a man be satisfied i as the vesult of a de-
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eision of the board his operations were eur-
tailed in any way? Would it be entirely
satisfactory to him? OF course not; but it
may b2 entively fair and equitable all fhe
same.  Nothing would be satisfactory to a
man if it took away from him to-day a
penny ol what he was earning yesterday,
We are not eoncerned with the giving of
sutisfaction to men running {rueks, for the
whole thing would not be worth the paper
it is privted on if we (id that.

Mr. Deney: I am not so much coneerned
abori the giving of satisfaction.

The PREMIER: Nevertheless it is fthe
non. mewber's question T am answering, as
to whetlicr it gave satisfaction. The board
has endeavoured to provide for trocks
apatt 1vom direct competition with the rail-
ways.  So it is futile for members to say
they did not know what the Bill invelved.
They snpnorted protection for the railways,
as 18 shown in  their speeches made
when the Bill was hefore the ITouse. How
can protection for the railways be achieved
without limiting direct road competition?
That is all that has been done by the board.
Some members claim that theve should be co-
ordination.  That blessed word “co-ordina-
tion”™ seems to give them ax much relief as
“Nesopotamia” gave to the old woman.
When members are eriticising this board or
the Aet under whieh it works—amd this ap-
plies to many other Acts—they cover them-
selves up in a vague atmiosphere of “co-
ordination,” without ever condescending to
tell us what they mean hy “ec-ordination.”
They criticise the members of the bhoard and
assume  that  “eo-ordination™ in the RBill
meant. that very few licenses should be re-
fused. 1 =av the absolute refusal of lLecenses
in perbaps many divections eomes well within
the definition of “co-ordination.”

Mr. Doney: Not within the wvenerally
accepted definition,

The PREMIER: Yes, it may come well
within the definition of “co-ordination.”

Hon, W, [}, Jolmson: Co-ordination eounld
not be achieved without the refusal of
licenses,

The PREMIER @ Fxaetly.
possible to get co-nrdination
many eases refusing lieenses?

My, Doney : “Co-ordination” is intended to
wmean what is generally regarded as a square
deal to both parties.

The PREMIER: What is a square deal to
ong man is the other man’s funeral.  All the
world stands for a sqnare deal, but there are

THow is it
without in
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mighiy different meanings given to it. “'Co-
ordination” does not tell us what is a square
deal. The hon. member uses “square deal”
tx & avnonym for *co-ordination.”

My, Sampson: “Co-ordination™ does not
mean ~trangulation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It must mean that.

The PREMIER : The Bill as it passed this
House was well kuown to members of the
House. 11 must have been understvod that
in many instances it would mean strangula-
tion. Indeed it would have heen a worthless
measure had it not meant strangulation.
Moreover, [ would say that the word
“strangulation” ecomes well within the defini-
tion of “co-ordination” in some directions.
1t is weil known that road transport cannot
exisi nnless it charges an average of 4d. per
ton-mile. Yet if the railways received a flat
rate of 1% d. per ton-mile, they would make
u profit after paying working expenses, in-
tevest and all charges. But the service to the
community which the railwayz give prevents
the railways from making a flat rate charge
of 1%d. per ton-mile on all goods. Let me
quote 1 couple of outstanding instances of
the way in which it is preveated: What
would he said if the farthing per ton-mile
now charged by the railwnys for the emrriage
of superphosphate were increased to Td.?
Again, what would be said if the vate now
charged for the haulage of wheat were in-
creased to 134d. per ton-mile? The railways
can suceessfully earry on and show a profit
at 134, per ton-mile, but in the interests of
industry and the State generally a wmueh
lower vate is charged. Members are well
awire that the rate charged for the earriage
of super involves the State in 2 loss of over
£100,000 per annum, and I believe the rate
chareed for the haulage of wheat shows but
a very small profit to the Railway Depart-
ment. ! say to those people—not so much
to members of this House as to those ountside
—who are clamouring ahout this, that they
cannof have it both wavs.  They are not
woing to have it that road transport is to be
permitied to take awax from the railways
those classes of goods upon which they ob-
tain a higher rate and which alone enable the
railways to carey the other goods [ have
mentioned at great loss.

Mr. Doney: We agree in that.

The PREMIER: Those people are not
moinz 10 be permitted io do that, fo steal
those woods from the railways, and at the
same timme enjov the losing rate charged hy
the Ruilway Department on other good<. As
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Treasurer of the State [ should consider my-
self jb duty bound to intervene it this com-
petitton which has bheen going on in the
past were to continue, and if the activities
and work of the Transport Board were
to be hampered by clamour and agitation
throughout the country, a clamour organ-
ised, not in the interests of the farmers, bui
in the interests of interested persons
in the city, men who are fnancially
interested in the sale of wmotor ryres and
tnbes and that kind of thing, but who are
shedding tears of blood for the inconveni-
ence oceasioned to the people in the eountry.
I say as Treasurver, and having regard to
the taxpayers of the State, that unless this
unfair competition is eliminated the railwuys
and the Treasury will be forced, whatever
the consequences may be, to get sowething
more nearly approaching a payable rate for
the large tonnage of goods which they carry
at a loss.

My, Ferguson: You arve asked to bmild
the railways and run them in the interes(s
of the country.

The PREMIER: But did anvone ever
know o railway deputation which would not
promise the moon conditionally on their pet
railway being built?  Shall 1 ever foruei
the deputation that asked for the Yuarra-
mony railway? They even went so far as
to say they would be agreeable to levy o
special tax upon their lands, which wonld
he served by that railway, in order to cover
any loss that might be incurred.

Mr, Wansbrough: Until the line was
huilt.
The PREMIER: Yes, and then the

notices from the Gevernment asking for
payment would be dealt with as are so many
other nofices—used to paper the walls ol
their- houses. T would be compelled to in-
erease the accommodation at the Treasury
in ovder to house all the deeuments relating
to the amounts owing to the Government
for non-payment of interest and ather
charges. People cannot have it both wav-,
and they are not going to.

The Minister for Lands: We canuotl earry
two systems,

The PREMIER: No, not side by side.
Who would argue that. when we have a
railway running for 300 miles and a main
road built at great expense running parallel
with it, we should have fwao syvstems of trana-
port without control in any way?

The Minister for Lands: When there ix
not enough trade for one svstem.
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Mr. Doney: That arrangement was stupid.

The PREMIER: In all instances where
licenses were refused, the applicants were
prepared to earry from the metropolitan
area only general merchandise, sueh as sup-
plies for storekeepers and publieans, liquid
fuels and other goods, for which the rail-
wavs charge a relatively ligh freight. How
could the board grant licenses to Eacilitate
direct and unfair competition with the rail-
ways and still do what the Leader of the
Opposition  said  Parliament  intended,
namely, muake all forms of transport of ser-
vice to the railway system! Ii is ridienlouns
to say that the administration of the hoard
is contrary to the intention of the Act. It
is inevitable that some licenses should be
refused in order to accomplish the obhject
of the Act, and in.any event, the Aet pro-
vides the right of appeal from the deeision
of the board. I question whether it is quite
right for members of this House—I am not
s0 much concerned about what is said out-
side at speelally organised public meetings
—to he criticising and condemning the
actions of the hoard while the matter is sub
judice, Appeals are now being heard by the
court, and I think members might well
withhold their criticism and condemnation
until  we know whether the decisions
of the board are npheld by the court. For-
tunately our magistrates and those who
dispense justice are not influeneed by public
clamour or by the eriticism indulged in by
members of Parliament. The Leader of
the Opposition questioned whether the
buard had given proper attention teo their

work lecause of their other activities.
Sinec lebruary, 66 meetings have heen

held, in addition to which speeial considera-
tion has heen given to various matters by
members.  The districts aflected by the
deeisions are well known to members of the
Loard, all of whom are old residents of
the State, There was no necessity for them
to travel over the routes; all the informa-
iton neceessury to enable them io reach a
fair and equitable deecision was available
to them before they made their determina-
tion. TIf the chairman of the hoard were
neglecting his other official duties hecause
of the transport work, the Minister in
charge—the Minister for Works—wonld be
the first to complain. The Leader of the
Opposition said he was disappointed be-
canse the hoard had not conferred with the
railway anthorities. Before one applieation
was considered hy the hoard, they took

[ASSEMBLY.]

evidence From the Comuissioner of Hail-
ways and his oflicials, and subsequently
asked for a further report. The hoard will
investigate complaints regarding the trans-
port of goods by rail. The Leader of the
Nalionalist Party said that compensation
should be paid to earviers to whom lizenses
were refused.  The question of paying
compensation was expressly considered by
Parliament and was rejeeted.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Hear hear!

The PREMIER: Therefore, what weight
is there in a eomplaint to-day that no eoms-
pensation is being paid? The man in the
strect, and the busy people who are work-
ing long hours that transport men have to
work, might well draw from the statement
of the hon. member the conclusion that
the fact of compensation not heing paid
was the result of action hy the hoard. Those
people might well conelude that it was
within the discretion of the board to grant
compenzation, and that some earriers had
been refused licenses without compensation
being paid. Such an inference might be
drawn by many people, though it was not
intended by the hon, member to convey that
inference, The board have no option
whatever in the matter of compensation.
It is altogether too lnte now for any member
to complain on the seore that no compensa-
tion is being paid.

Hon. W. 7. Johnson: That iz purely
politieal prepaganda.

The PREAIIER: The Leader of the Nat-
ionalist Party uttered the following glow-
ing, fervent, eloquent words—

An Act which means that (no compensation)
is an affront to our hasic coneeption of justien,

and the statute-book on whieh it i3 inseribed
ig jnsnlted by the inseription.

Evidently vou did not notiec the signifi-
eanee of those words, Mr. Speaker, hecause
they constituted a reflection on the Parlia-
ment that deeided against compensation.
The Minister for Lands: Most decidedly.
The PREMIER : The outside public would
think that the severe condemnation con-
tained in the remarks of the hon. membher
was properly and rightly levelled at mem-
hers of the hoard. Tt has nothing to do
with the board. That, of eourse, was typi-
cal of the hon. member’s extravagant
language. The board are carrving out the
intentions of Parliament, and it is
wrong for Parliament to shirk its respon-
sihilities and hide behind the hoard. That
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is what is being done, merely for political
expediency and political propaganda, which
was evidenced by the faet that both the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the XNationalist party addressed the
public mecting held, I believe, in the Town
Iall, condemning the board. Tt was politi-
cal propaganda.  The et requires the
hoard to report to Parliament in OQctober
of each year, and I think that before mem-
hers express themselves too freely, they
might await the first report of the board.
The buard are doing their work conseien-
tiously, and | venture to say that hefore
the Act has been in operation for 12
months, most of the eclamour will have
died down and the present-day erities of
the board will admit that good weork has
been done in the interests of the State by
eliminating nnnecessary and wasteful ser-
vices.  The Leader of the Opposition
abtacked the Railway Department for the
additivnal charge of 94. per ton imposed
for the haulage of bhulk wheat. That is the
only aspect of the aquestion with which I in-
tead fo deal to-day.  The extra eharge of 94
per ton on 12,000,000 bushels represents
approximately £13,000, equal to 4. per
bushel. Although all the bulk wheat has not
vet been transported, the charge has barely
rovered the extra cost to the department.
Tet me give a few items which have been
enfively overlooked by the Leader of the
Opposition but which show that the charge
is justified. There is the extra tare of ap-
proximately 3 ewt. on vehicles altered to
teansport bulk wheat. These are equal to 200
d-wheeled steel trucks. There is empty haul-
age. The trueks are unsuitable for hauling
other traflie, and entail empty bhaulage, ex-
cept in respect of a few trucks foreed into
the super tvaffic following on the washa-
wavs,  Morveover, the trucks remain idle
when no bulk wheat ie available. Trucks
that carry bagged wheat need never he idle:
they can he used for earrving all kinds of
zoods.

Mr. Fatrick: They are ordinary
and are not specially fitted up.

The PREMIER: But they cannot be used

trucks

for carrying other kinds of goods. Could
they he used to carry rails and piles? Yet

the trurks that carry bagged wheat ecan

carry wilez, rails or anyihing else.  The
truck- ured for bulk wheat eannot be sn
n=ed.

Mr. Donex: They could he used for
many ofher parposes.
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The PRIEMIER:
could not be used.

Mr, Donex: But for many other purposes
they could be used,

The PREMIER: Yes, 1 am giving rea-
soms why thie extra charge Is justilied. 1:
i» hecause the trueks used for bulk wheat
eannot he nged for transporting many other
kinds ol goods. Extea shunting is neees-
sary to sort oul the trucks. When trueks
veturn from the goldfields and country
centres, (hey Dbave to be sorted out, and to
sort out the bulk wheat frucks entails
additional expense ns compared with trucks
used for hagred wheat, It should be evi-
deni to members that additional shunting
is incurred in sorting out the bulk trucks
at the wharf, There is extra maintenanee
for the improvised trucks. Many of the
wooden (rucks are not strong encugh to
stand the pressure of bulk wheat, Con-
verted trucks are more costly to maintain,
and in numerous instanees repairs to tar-
paulins were necessary., One member gave
an estimate of the saving that would have
been made at one siding this year if the
wheat had been handled in bulk. Tt is ques-
tionuble whether the installation of bulk
handling during the past season has resulted
in any saving at all to the wheatgrowers.

Me, Patrick: You eannot tell them that.

The PREMIER: Perhaps net, but they
will agree with me when T say that they
cannot hold wheat in bulk if it has to be
sold, that is, they ecanmot hold it indefi-
nitely.

Hon. W, 1), Johnson: Yon eannot holid
it in bags any more than you can hold it in
bulk.

The PREMIER : Could it remain the pro-
perty of the grower?

Hon. W, . Johnson: The whenat st
o on, whether in hags or in bulk,

The PREMIER: In hags I could hold
iy wheat until the next season if I liked.
I ask whether it is possible under this sys-
tem for the grower who handles the wheat
in bulk to continue to remain the owner
of the whent.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: At the present
time, Yes, but the bins must be emptied be-
fore the next season’s wheat comes in, The
owner can hold it as long as he likes, pro-
vided he pays for storage.

The PREMIER : Where is it to be stored?

Hon. W, D, Johnson: In the bins.

The PREMIER : But the bins have to be
emptied. Have we storage enough for all

For some purposes lhey
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the wheat being handled i bulk? It would
be possible to stove the whole of the harvest
in hags.

Mr. Patrick: But von never do.

The PREMIER: Tt econld be done: it
was done durving the way. IE would nol be

* possible to store the whole of the season’s
wheat if it were handled in bulk.

Hon, W. D). Johnson: The position is
practically the same with bags as in bulk.
T know that T have saved about £100
by balk handling, and T think, as a farmer,
T undevstand the business.

The PREMIER: No balance sheet has
vet been published by the companies hand-
ling wheat in buolk.

Hon. W. D Johnson: I have my own
balance sheef.

The PREMILER: The company handling
wheat in bulk may be able to show the hon.
member a satisfactory balance sheet, that is
to say that he saved £100. But we do not
know that, and a Royal Commission would
cnable us to find out where some of that
hundred pounds might have come from—
through assoeiation with the Pool or by
some other manner of handling the whent.
The halance sheet of each individval farmer
is known to him, but we do not know how
the genernl operations of the company hand-
ling wheat in bulk are affected.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What has that te
do with 1t?

The PREMIER: 1t has a lot fo do with
it. The balanee sheet of the ecompany is nof
available to any wheatgrower until Octo-
ber: it is not available until the year’s oper-
ations are coneluded. There is such a thing
as a wheat pool, and say the average farmer
had put his wheat into that pool. Has he
always been satisfied with the halance sheets
of the past?

Hon., W. D. Johnson: Quite satisfied.

The PREMIER: T have had a brief but
disastrous experience of wheatgrowing. 1
put wmy wheat in the Pool for a couple of
vears, and although z balance sheet may
have been available, I never saw if.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Minister for
Lands gets one every vear- I can see we
want a Royal Commission.

The PREMIER: Yes, we do. With re-
gard to farmers' diffienlties, I should like
to compliment the member for Greenough
{Mr. Patriek) on the vervy thoughtful speech
he delivered last night. My compliments
are not due to the high praise he gave me
for a famous speech of mine on another
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veeasion, but generally speaking it i» adwit-
ted that the great difficulties of the farmers
in this State, and indeed ali over Australia,
are one of the problems counfronting us, and
[ agree with all that has been said and that
ean be said abouf the need for some action
heing taken to enable the wheatgrowers tn
overcome the financial troubles which now
surround them so that they might continue
to produee. Unfortunately 1 have not ihe
time Just now to dilate upon this subjeci.
but whatever may be said of the value of
prodnction from our secondary industries.
undaubtedly in Australia primary produc-
tion is our foundation, and unless that is on
a Hrm basis, the others will have a bad time.
I do not propose to deal with that question
further beenuse the farmers’ diffieulties to-
day ean best be considered when we are de-
hating the veport of the Royal Commission
on the Agricultural Bank, With that i~
interwoven the other institutions that are
dealing with the farmers, and as I have
alveady promised, the opportunity will be
given for a full discussion.

Mr. Thorn: When will the full report br
available.

The PREMIER: In another week or so.
It is in the hands of the printer, but the
(toverminent Printing Office just now is very
busy with the Federal rolls. I daresay we
=hall lrave the report before ws about Tues-
day week. This House ean then employ
itself on a full diseussion, not only of the
report, but all that might emanate from it,
and also the future policy of the hank and
the difficulties of farmers generally. 1 de-
sive now to offer a few comments upon the
report of the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment. The case submitted to that Commis-
sion by Western Australia was based chiefly
on disabilities arising from the tariff. The
committee appointed by the Commonwealth
fGovernment to inquirve into the question of
torifi recognised these disabilities in its re-
port 1ssued in 1929. That committee stated
that Western Australia suffered a greater
burden under the tariff than any other State.
I shall read an extract from the committee’-
report—

S0 it comes about that the same two States,
Victoria and Queensland, both get the greatest
inercase to income per head and pay least per
head for it. New Sounth Wales is in a middle
position, and the other three Siales hoth re-
ceive least and pay meost, with Western Aus-

tralia in a somewhat worse position than South
Australiz and Tasmania. Tt is to be noted that
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those three States are all claimants for speeial
Commenwealth assistance.

The vu-t of protection was estimaied at £U
per head of the pepulation of the whole of
Anstralin. FEaeh State received a gain vary-
ing acrcording to the benefit it enjoved as a
vesult of the policy of protection. Western
Australia’s gain was caleulated at €3 12+,
per head, the net loss under the tariff there-
fore being £2 8s. per head, which was greater
than that of any other State. Our tarift
disabilities were also recognised by the Com-
menwenlth Roval Commission of 1925 which
Issued a majority recommendation for
an amnual grant to Western Australia of
£450,000 for 10 vears, pending liscal economy.
As a result of that recommendation the
Commonwealth passed an Act giving us
£300,000 a vear for five venrs. Since then
grant> have been wade from year to year.
i is Bnportant to remember that this grant
was solely for Federal disabilities.  The
present  Grants Commission was not so
limited. Tts report was to cover all reasons
for grunts, for instance, droughts. The
Commission in their repori agreed that
Western Australin did suffer greater disa-
bilities, hecanse of protection, than any other
State, but they said they were unahle to
measure the mnount. Hence they had to
get =ome other hasis on which to work.
They szaid that anv disahbilities would he
reflected in the hudgetary position. Se they
confinerl themselve to an examimition of the
finanees of the three elaimant States as a
weans of arriving at the grants to be paid.
Their fvst step was to arrive at what our
deficit should be if we were on 2 basis
equivalent to non-elaimant States.  They
took the average per capita defieit for the
three States not claiming, 1or 1932-33. This
was £1 15s. per hed. For Western Aus-
tralia in the same vear it wazs £1.98 per head.
From this thev concluded that we were
entitled to an additional grant of £83 per
head, in other words, £370,000 above the
grani then being received of £500,000, mak-
ing a total or £870,000. The Commission
then investigated the budgets of the elaim-
unt States to ascertain whether any factors
affected the deficits that were not common
to the other States. Weslern Australia hiad
taken into revenue from loan, interest due
to the Agrienltural Bank, bul not collected,
amounting to €220,000. On  this they
allowed only £120.000, because they con-
sidered that much was dne to unsound finan-
cial methods.  On gronp settlement they
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found that o shortage of interest of £297,000
had Dbeen made good by transter from the
group settlement reserve fund.  They
agreed with the principle, but said that the
amonnt transferred was eacessive, and they
allowed us 100,000. These two amounts,
namely the £1200000 for the Agricultural
Bank and the £100,000 for group settle-
ment, added to their figure of £870,000,
brought our total grant up to £1,090,000,
They then turned their attention to economy
in administration, to see what should be
taken inte consideration there, They found
that Western Australin was extravagant to
the extent of L130,000 under the heading ot
social services, above what they considered
a fair Austvalian average, and they dedueted
this amount from the grant. Tley then
proceeded io ascertain the =everity of taxa-
tion in the elaimant States, and concluded
that Western Australin wus under-taxed
to the extent of £4H0.000 on a Ffair Com-
monwenlth average, This swu they also
dedueted, thus yedweing the grant to
£5060,000. A= they admitted that mueh of
the information was unsatisfactory they
cousidered they =hould add 10 per eent. as
a margin for error to each State. They
ngreed thex should add 10 per cent. as a
margin lor error to the elaimant States, but
in our case they added only 7.14 per coent,
making a lotal of £600,000.

M. Patrick: They wanted fo make it
even muney.

The PREMIER: A remackable «coinei-
dence is that whilst they agreed thal the
three States should liave a 10 per cent. mar-
wint for ervor, they departed from their own
sgrecment amd ailowed us only 714 per
ceni., whirh brought us exactly to £600,000,
the amount we received last year. 1 will
niny summarize these fisures to show con-
visely how that =suin was arvived at,

£
Geng in 1932.33 .. L 500,000
Add amount to reduece deficit tu
fair Australian average o ATG000
Adidl amount Eor Agrienltur:)
Runk interest eredited but not
collected .. .. .. 120,000
Al ditte on group seitlement 100,000
Tutal .. .. £1,0990.000
Less excess cost of  social ser-
viees A NN .. 130,000
Less ameunt underriaxal 400,000
Leaving .. .. 360,000
Plns 7014 per eent. for etror .. 40,000
Net amonnt £600, 010




158

I wish now {o proeeed to examine in some
detail these figures and the ealeulations
by which the Commission arrived ut the re-
=sults. In the first place it is a matter of
vpinion wlether Federal disabilities must
be essentially vefleeted in the Budget,
or at any rate, to what extent. "They say
our disabilitics should be reflected in our
Judget. It might well be that a State would
suffer disabilities under the TFederation
and not have any deficit at all. On
aceount of Agricultural Bank interest paid
from loan, the Commission allowed us
£120,000 out of £220,000, or 33 per cent.
They were not consistent. To Tasmania,
which followed a similar practice with a
maller amount, the Commission allowed
94 per cent. of the sum involved. They
gave no reason for this diffeventiation, Had
they allowed us the same pereentage as
was allowed to Tasmania, we would have
received £207,000, or an additional £87,000.
I'f we turn to the deduetions for extrava-
wanee in zoctal serviees, we find that the
Commission bhased their figures on a table
showing the cost of edueation, health and
charifies, and law and order. This showed
the average cost of these services for Ans-
fralin as 62s. 11d. per head, whereas the
vost for Western Australia is 66z, per
head. The Commission decided that he-
cause of andne extravagance in New South
Wales, and undue economy in Vieloria, a
fair Australian average should be 60s., in-
stead of (G2¢, 11d.  They therefore dedueted
from our grant the difference between our
figure of G663, and their Australion fizure of
G0s. per head, making a total of £130,000.
They admitted thnt some allowance shoutd
be made for scattered population and large
areit, and they fixed on 25, per head as a
fair thing,  But having avrived at this
figure, they apparently forgot all about i,
as they made no allowance for it. On
their vwn ligures this would have reduced
the dednetion Lrom £130,000 to £87,000.
The reasons why the Commission fixed on
ti0s. as the Anstralinn average are not con-
vineing.  Te have bech consistent they
shonld have taken the average of the three
non-claiming States, as they did in aveiv-
inz at the basic deficit.  This would have
given an avernge of 64s. 1d. Western Aus-
tralia s supposed excess af cost is largely
accounted far under health and charity.
In riving at their figure, however, the
Commission took, under hospital tax, the
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collections instead ol the expenditure, and
the difference was £3,000. They also took
an amount of £60,000 as payment for
miners’ phthisis. I consider this amount
should not have been included, because in
asgessing our taxable eapacitv the Commiz-
sion frequently emphasised the prosperity
here us being due to gold mining. Tf that is
so they should have allowed the £66,000
whiel is the essential cost of procuring that
prosperity. The point is that if we are
in a posifion forr which we have suffered

in their eves. by vreceiving a  lesser
erant beeanse of owr mining prosperity,
they should in all fairness have de-
ducted the £60.4400 which it costs us to

ohtain that prosperity. Tf (hese two items
he taken into account the eost per head for
soeial serviees in this State is reduced from
(ifhg, to 63s. The Commission agreed that
we were entitled £o an allowanece of 2s. per
head for seattered population sand large
areas, which they did not give us, but no
reasons are given to justify that fignre. If
the Commonwealth fgures be taken as a
guide, their excess cost of administration
in this State on comparahle services 1is
3s. 3d. per head, and not 2s.  This further
reduces onr costs to 593, 7d. per head,
against an average of 64s. 1d. for the three
non-claiming States, making us entitfed fo
a contribution on this account of 4= Gd.
per head. Tn other words, instead of the
Comnission redueing our grant by £130,000
o aceount of social services, they shonld
have inercased it hy €£98,000.  Theae
firures are carefully ecompiled by our
officers in the Treasary and the Govern-
ment departments wenerally, and I invige
the Commission to faunlt them in any parti-
eular. On the question of taxation, the Com-
mission stated as their opinion that a State
elaiming a grant should be taxed as heavily
ag the highest taxed State. They came to
the conclusion that Western \ustralia fell
short of this by £400,000 and aceordingly
dedueted this amount from the grant to he
pnid.  The data on which they hased their
conclusions took into account both the tax-
able capacity and the tax collections for
1932-33. The Commission admitied that
this was not entirely satisfactory. To us,
the means used to arvive at their result secm
most unconvinging. Tt wonld take a long
time to give all the details.

Mr, Latham: It is the same old fipure
that was used over the previous vear.
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The PREMIEER: .\ most unsatisfaciory
featmie was the adoption of the taxation
eollection figures for 1932.334, despite the
faet that those for 1933-34 were practically
completed amd were supplied to the Com-
wisyion, together with Estimates for 10435,
In 1932-43, the year iaken by the Comwix-
~ion, our taxation woas £2 195, per heal of
the population. Last yvear the figure wa-
£3 0=, 4l It we aszsume that our taxable
capacity remained the same, this means that
a sumoaff €226,000 was wrongtully deducted
from our grant, becanse last vear we aetn-
ally collected that much more than was eol-
lected during the wvenr taken by the Com-
mission.  As the grant has been made for
the finanees of 1934-35, 1t is only reasonable
to take the figures for the neurest possihle
vear, which they did not do.

Mr. Griffiths: .And which they ulready
had.

The PREMIER: Yex. If they avcepted
the estimates of taxation for the vear in
which the grant is to be paid, it is antici-
pated that the dedunetion on account of tax-
ation would disappear altogether, namely,
the £400,000. Tn other words, they say we
ate under-taxed te the extent of €400,800,
but the faxation that we are collecting to-
day leaves ns not under-taxed at all in com-
parizon with the other States. The finun-
cial emergeney tax should operate ftor 12
month< this vear as against nine months
Ja~t vear. Xo doubt the Commission wiil
make ullowance for thiz in future yvears, hut
that i~ unsatisfuctory, as il is» unde<irabls
to have to lag two years in this respeet. The
Commi=sion said thexy woulid add 10 per
vent. to the net figures for errors anil umis-
sion=. Nouth Australia received an extra
11 per rcent., Tasmania 38 per cent., bt
Western  Australin only 7 per cent.  The
rea~ont given for this varving addition was
that we have heen extravagant in -ocial ex-
peneliture, amdd low in taxation.

Mr. FPatrick: Infernal cheek.

The PREMIER: But deductions had
altear’y been muade Lor hoth of these features.
They itad considered the fact that we wers
extravazunt in our social services and were
low in tuxation, thev had taken that into
cousideration, and vet they meted out a fnr-
ther punishment lo us heeause of  those
feature-, Wo¢ have heen penalized twice for
the come offence, for which our guilt is de-
nied. The most disappointing Feature of the
whole report i~ the failure on the part o
the (ommission to attemipt 1o as<ess the
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value of the tariff disabilities, the main buy-
ilen ol vnr case. By an extraordinary vro-
ves= of reasoning thev say they e¢annot mes~.
ure this burden, but that whatever it muy
he, it i~ oftser by the bencfit we get from
the exchange, which they are also unable
te measure. In other words a varying tae-
lor i exactly cancelled out by an unknown
quantity.  This  astounding  sample of
inathematieal logie was perpetrated by what
was supposeld to be a scientific and careful
inquiry into our disabilities. Ewven thowsh
the Comission could not measure the {uriti
di=ahilities  they had seomething to go on,
as the burden of disabilities had alread:
heen assessed hy the committee whicll re-
ported in 1929, Accepting the Comrmission's
own basgix, but correcting its misealeulations,
the grant should he—

£

Commission’s figure for fair
deficit basis .. . SO

Intevest on  Agricultural Bank
and  group settlement 307,000

Extra allowamee for sovial ser-
vices 98,000
£1,273,000

Less  amoont  under  taxed
1933-34 174,000
1,701,000

PMlag 10 per cenf. for error, a
total of voughly .. £1,200,000

Fven allowing the full deduetion of £4440,000
for taxation by taking the figure lor 1932-35,
the grant should ~till be £962500, | have
written a letter to the Prime Minister point-
ing out the facts I have explained, and ask-
ing that the wmatter he given con<ideration,
I remiet. owing to its importanee to  the
State, having had to hurry through thi-
matter. 1 have been obliged to do =o be-
caure [ am not able to be here after the tea
wdjournment, T should like to have refer-
red to other points, but will have to defer
that te another time. T appreciate very
murh the patience with which the House has
listened te me, and the goodwill displayved
towards me over what has been, | am alwiid,
a long and rather wearisome speech.

Nitting suspended from 605 ta 730 pom.

MR. DONEY ({ William--Narrorin) '7.32!:
The Premier in his sapeech to-day cited ver-
tain employnent <tatisties which wonll as~i-t
him in proving his ¢laim that within the past
12 manths the State ha~ mode ~ome  litthe
ceonomie advancement. One or twe of hi-
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explanations, however, the hou. genileman
did not earry quite far enough. He said,
for instance. that in August, 1933, the num-
ber of men an sustenance and relief work
was 14,053, and that a year later, in this
current month, that total had shrunk to
10,890, representing a balance of improve-
ment of 3,162. In part, the question be-
comes one of just exactly how thai figure
3,163 is made up. 1 ain given to undevstand
that it ineludes a considerahle number of
single men who Tast year were in receipt of
relicf but whe have =inece been taken off' re-
lief. T do not aszsert that that is =0, but
werely ask for information on the point.
Nevertheless T do say that if the pesition is
as T have been informed, then the unet im-
provement is very little indeed, beenuse those
men are stilb o eharge on the cominunity,
having become a direct charge on the more
svinpathetic houscholders of the Siate,

Mr., Raphael: Surely you do not wean
that?

My, DONEY: Tn any case, the improve-
ment shown is only just about proportionate
to the general improvement shown in fthat
rogard thronghout Anstralia, T am indeed
glad to admit, for that matter, that the Min-
ister in churee of unemployment has been
putting up strenuons endeavours to improve
the situation. As vegards the Speceh of the
Lieut -Governor 1 find myself on cominon
ground with the Premier. Despite the fact
that the Speech is his own compilation, the
Premier was not partienlarly flattering with
rezard to it. 1o my opinion the Speech cain
only he regarded as a pretfy useless sort ot
documnent. It is a wmere summary of fhe
vear's happenings in the varions fields of
State  activity, and i= consequently hitfle
other than a recital of facts already known
io wmost members. Unfortunately the Speech
said little about the future, and that little
was not very encouraging: in fact, it was
definitely discouraging te a person with a
rural outlook, The Speech indieated that
during the current session this House would
be called upon o zive consideration to Bills
dealing with metropolitan  public ufilities,
amendment of the Administrarion Aef, ve-
newal of  finaneial emergency legislation,
State lotteries, the Agricultural Bank, and
amendment of the Constitution Aet.  That
is o dull programme. There is not a
single suggestion tending to increase the in-
come of the State, not o word ahout farm
rehabilitation or hulk handling.  Theretore,
in view of the omizsions [rom the Speceh, to
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wmembers on this =ide of the Chamber it 15 a
disappointing document. Possibly we ean
siueeze some hope out of the item “Agricul-
tural Bank”

Mr. Sampson: If vou ean, vou are the
anly one.

Mr, DONEY: [F the hon. member will
wait just a couple of minutes, 1 shall indi-
cate the direction in which T hope to obtain
something of nsze. It mmay be that vevalua-
tion of the farmer’s assets and the recon-
ditioning of his debts will he two results
acerning From our consideration of the rve-
port of the Royal Commission on the Agri-
cultural Bank. Aunyhow, I fervently hope
s0. T wish to deal with the report now. It
will have heen naticed that speakers who
lave veferved to it already, have done so
very briefly indeed. Thev side-tracked it,
presumably beeause the House is to have, a
little later, an opportunity of dehating the
subject. 1 am afraid T cannot he uite =0
palient. T wish to see ventilated without
delay the charges which the report brings
against  certain  individuals, The House
understands perfectly well that it a report
of thiz nature is held immune from criticism
Tor any length of lime, its assertions, whether
true or not, tend to he regarded as facts. In
the interests of justice I want, if possible, to
break down that tendeney. The report ar
made known through the Press is an amazing
document, but  nevertheless it containg
much that is undeniably valnable. On the
other hand, there is in it a great deal that is
of doubttud worth owing to the faet that it=
anthenticiby has not bheen vouched tor
by independent inquiry bhefore being wiven
to the world. The veport is outspoken. No
one minds outspokenness, provided alwayvs
that it is justified by truth and decency. I
aecept the hona fides of the members of

the Commission to the extent that T
regard AMr. Hale, the e¢haivman, as a

highly reputabhle lawyer whose fitne~ for
the work of the Commission was no doubt
cnhaneed by his having been a member of the
Farmers” Debts Royul Cowmmission which
sat in 1924, and that Mr. Donovan is one of
our best and hest-known farmers and entitled
to the esteem of the public, while Mr. Din-
mond has heen prominent as a hanker. The
more T probe the report which these
gentlemen have put np, the higher is my
regard for seme of their comments and ve-
commendntions; but still the more do 1
deplove the fact that good, honourable men
should buve heen publicly pilloried, as some
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were, without having been given a reason-
ible opportunity of speaking in their own
defence. That, to we, seems unforgivable.
It certainly offends against one’s sense of
Brifish justice.  Quite plainly, judgment
should neéver be  delivered upon anyone
unless there has been an equitable cousider-
ation of hotli sides or all sides of the matier.
One thing we have to remember is that
probably the Commissioners are not fo he
blumed for the premature publication to
which T am referring. On whom the hlamne
should be put, T am not prepared tn suy.
We have also to bear in mind that in fair-
negs to the publie, and in fairness to those
who lave been charged, the weight of those
charges should wet he left in the present
state of uncerlainty. In particular, Messrs.
Fauckner and Roberts have been placed, by
the premutnee publication of the report, in
a-nost unenviahble posision. 1t is indicated
in that document that those two gentlenren,
while in the employ of the Agriemitural
Bank, dizhonestly dealt in eertain proper-
ties belonging to the Institution. If that
fact is established, then the punishment sug-
wested by the Royal Commission is cer-
tainly merited; but I have been given io
understand that Mr. Fauckner—I may say
here that T know nothing of Mr. Roberts—
was involved, certainly, in a deal concerning
a property mortgaged to the hank, which
was acquired and later disposed of, but that
Mr., Faurkner was ngt at that time in the
employment of the bank ai all, and thus
was not in any way amenable to the pro-
visions of the Agricultural Bank Aet; from
which it would follow that he was legally
entitled, at the time, to do what he did. 1
may be that my information regarding the
matler is not corvect; hut if it is corveet,
as I am assured it is, exactly what amends
¢an be made to Mr, Fauckner?! T do not
think we e¢an make any amends that would
he of any value whatever. [nformation
broadeast through the world in this manner
can seldomn, if ever, he overtaken. And so
we may find a man like Mr. Fauckner—
whose integrity, I believe, has never pre-
viously been impugned—with his character
unjustly blasted for all time. T helieve the
Minister in chatge of the department em-
pleying Mr. Fauckner ¢an he depended upon
to give that pentleman a square deal. I
have already indicated my vegret that such
a valuable document as this report should
have had its usefulness impaired by pre-
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mature publication, or let me say a lack
of diserimination in its puallieation.

Mr. Warner: Have you seen the report
yot?

Mr, DOXEY: 1 have seen the summary
which appeared in the Press, and L give to
the Press eredit for having sufficient sense
to preserve the actnal meaning of the docu-
ment and render a jost account of it

Mr. Raphael: The salient points, so to
speak.

Mr. DONEY: Yes. The hon. memher las
assisted me a great deal for the first time.
Undoubtedly the rveport will be used o
cripple our ceredit both abroad and in the
Kastern States. 1t is always well that we
ourselves shonld know the truth, the whale
truth, and nothing but the truth ahout our
public men and our public activities, in-
chuling all our public depariments.

My, Raphael: Tt does not do a= revards
onr public men. We have tvied that, and
heen defeated at law.

Mr., DONEY: I strongly doubt the
wisdom, hLowever, of lDroadeasting our
woes and our weaknesses fo a world of
encinies  and  ereditors, and remaining
ahsolutely silent ahout the strength and
worth of our securities and our resources.
That is, to my mind, rank stupidity. In
order that we may properly appreciate the
disproportionate growth of the liabilities of
the Agricultural Bank, it might not he un-
wise if we indulged in a brief survex of
British colonisation. It will he found that
the chapter dealing with Western Australia
was the last te be written. 1t was not =o
many years ago thaf this State first dis-
vovered that it was peculiarly fitted for pri-
mary production, as previously it had also
heen determined in the Fastern States. The
point is that we started our development
later than the Eastern States, and so we find
that our pioneering effort per unit cost a
wreat deal more than it did in the older parts=
of Australia. There the bulk of the develop-
mental work was effected by 1910, dnring
which period low prices obfained. We had
only Just commenced our development in
earnest when we found ourselves invelved
in that whirl of rising prices that were tie
forerunner of the present depression. The
State had commenced upon a big vndertak-
ing; there could be no turning hack and we
probably aimed at completing quickly the
hulk of our developmental work lest «tiil
further rising prieces involved u- in
inereasingly  hicher costs That baste
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led (o chastly errovs: there is no doubt
abont that.  The State did not give itself
time to think, and caniion then was a lost
art. These incarsions that various Govern-
ments made into the extreme east and south-
easi of the wheat belt were blunders thai
were obvious to us all at the time. Then,
too, the practice of advancing practieally
100 per cent. on improvements was recog-
nised at the time as being unsafe. It will,
too, be agreed that successive Ministers
scemed to think that they would not justify
thems=elves unless they opened up large new
distriets for the production of wheat. Of
course. the inevitable happened. Shnmp
followed hoom, as is customary, and i sur-
prised no one when, with the adveni of
the depression, we found ourselves swamped
by our debts. The point 1 am arriv-
ing at is: Who was it financed these
projects?  Of comse, it was the Govern-
ment of the day, through the Agrieultural
Bank. When the millions of pounds were
handed over from time to fime to the trus-
teex of the Agrieultural Bank, the Honse
will agree with me that the transfers wmust
have bheen  accompanied by instructions
and  ronditions. So  we' ecertainly  cannot
blamne the Agrienltural Bank for the subse-
quent resultz.  The function of the trustees
of the hank, as 1 see it, was to assure that
the money, prebably expended against the
hetter judgnent of the trustecs of the hank,
was =pent in accordance with the provisions=
of the Agricultural Bank Act. Therefore,
primarily, we cannot blame the trustees Tor
the huge sums of money that were lost in
the far eastern and south-castern portions of
the Wheat Belt. We must blame Parlia-
went and suceessive Ministers;  we  must
blame Perth husinessmen, the men on the
land wanl the man in the sireet.  After all,
the t1ustees of the hank were merely earrv-
ing out the policy of the Govermment in
affice tor the time being, and, further, were
carrvinge out the policy of the people. They
wave etfect o the spivit of the times. There
waz poney (o burn.  In those daxvs we ware
not so eranomically-ininded as we have heen
forced 10 hecome in these stressful times. The
members of the Roval Commission hold that
the trustees were not responsible to any
Minister or to any department, and eclaim
thev could have resisted instruetions of the
Minister for the time bheing. who, they assert,
was not in control of the bank. 1 may he
wrong but [ think at one time, ¥ do not know
exacily when, a ruling of the (rown Law
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Department was obtained on the ¢ueshion.
and it was held to be incwmbent upon the
trustees to follow the policy of the Govern-
ment to the extent that that poliey did unot
conflict with that of the Agrienitural Bank
Act. That implied that (he managing trustec
was  subservient to his Minister., In iy
opinion, the frustees are not indepeudent
trustees at all. They have untranmelled dis-
eretion respecting their dealings with in-
dividual clients, buf, in regard to matters
of wajor policy, such as the cxtension of
the bank's activities to new aveas, they have
fo Lollow the dictates of the Minister in
control fer the time being. In the ciremmn-

stunces, there could he implied no mal
feasance on the part of the trustees,
should securitics prove to he unsound.
Can it bhe said that the wmembers of

the Commission were as keen to search
out the virtnes of the Agricultural Bank
us  they were to ferret out its hlem-
ishes. | think it is highly guestionable
whether they went to any freuble at all
to reveal (he lLefter aspects of the bank’s
work. | do not know whether other wmem-
bers noticedd the Faet but throughout the
Commission's veport there seemed hardly
a decent word about the trustees ov theiv
arhievements over the many vears the bank
has been operating in thi= State. T may
Ly wreng, too, in my views in another re-
spest but, reealling the nature of the cross-
examination to which the trustees were
suljected, I feel that Mr. Hale, following
natural impulses  of  the lawyer, endea-
voured not so wmuch to asecertain  the
facrs, wood, had, or indifferent about
the bank, as he was intent  upon
building  up a  ease against the  bank.
EL may be it was just Mr. Hale’s way, but
that 15 how it strueck me.  He impressed me
not so wmueh as o judge, as he should have
been, as he qnite definitely did as a prose-
cuting counsel. llon. members will oblige
me if they earry their minds back to pre-
depression days. Tt will e reealled that
the trustees of the Agrieultural Baok, in
carrying out the great work of develoyment,
were applanded hy every public or busines<
man. and Mr. Melarty was held up by
evervone as o veritable Hervenles, who was
earrving on his broad and willing shoulders,
jobs sulficient to send an ovdinary man inte
hiz grave with the worry of it all. Then
it seems as though over night, this ng.
strong man of the Public Serviee has he-
come a poor, plastic individnal, who, in the
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hands ot the members of the Roval Commis-
sion, was made to appear a poor, slupid
dud who scemed to know not the tiniest thing
ahout hi= work. | regard that as ome of
the moxzt regrettable features of the Com-
mission’s report. That 18 what thev ask
the public to helieve, and 1 do not believe
it, particularly when T reeall the expres-
sions of public appreciation of Mr. JMe-
Farty during his term of managing trustee
of the Bank. Now that the depression is
with ns and a scape-goat must be found,
thiz good man has heen dragged to the
stake. T hope members of this Honse will
show no tendenex to assist at the burning.
There have, of course, been many tragic
mistakes.  Members know that. and the
trustees quite readily admit it. T eclaim
that no fhree men, T care not by whom
chasen. would nunt have made similar mis-
takes, in view of the cirenmstances. Tt
seems fo be the intention of the members
of the Roval Commission. if their recom-
mendations be adopted, to discharge the
present three trustees from the service and
to replace themn with threc other trustees.
Personally, T cannnt see that that wonld
effect any improvement upon the present
situation.  Even a board of three bankers,
which is apparently what the Royal Com-
niission desires, would not. T helieve, achieve
vesults a great deal better than those ol-
tained under the present management ex-
vapt, of course, that fhey could he rveliesl
npon not to repeat the wmanifest errors
of the past. The point is  that the
faymer: do not want a board of bankers
at all, for sueh a board would not suit
them, What they want is a  board
compozedd  of men with practical know-
tedee of farming, so that the peeuliar
worries and needs of the man on the land
may he sympathetiealiv understood. Thus
it was that, right from the start. the
trustees ol the Agricultural Bank have been
men possessing a practical knowledge of
farming, mostly themselves Farmers. What
is more, the Agrienltural Bank. despite its
name. ix realy not a bank at all. Tt is
wenerally understood that the prime and
nuite proper function of a proprietary
hank is, by means af sound banking prac-
tice. to make profits. 1 do not think that
the Aericultural Bank preforms many fune-
tions of a bhank at all. On the eontrary,
the first consideration of the Agricaltural
Bank is not to show a profit, bat to assist
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gettlurs, who cannot tully fnance them-
selves, 1o make good on cultivable land.
Apart from all that, the history of land
colonisation in every part of the world has
been precisely the same; alwavs a record
of blunders, whether in the Eastern States
uvr the United States or Canada, Rhodesia
or New Zealand. ‘The point is that blunders
have ever heen inseparable from progress.
It is heing urged just now that the trustees
have been far too lenient and sympathetie.
Yet in the past, the trustees have heen ap-
planded for that self-same sympathy. Des-
pite the Commission’s report, I still think
tbat sympathy of a proper kind is one ol
the essential qualifications in o trustee of the
Agricultural Bunk. [ have said that T re-
ward the report as a valuable doriment.
Yel in my mind it would have been -till
more valuable bad there heen no attempt
on the pavt of the Commissioners fo blame
the trustees for faults whieh, properly, lic
clsewhers. No doubt the trustees have been
forced o act aceorling to the instruetions
of their Ministers. They ecertainly ecould
not have done otherwise, and therefore, 1
do not think they should be left to face the
storm alone. In the work of re-eastine the
funetions of the Agricultural Bank, a work
that is manifestly becoming due, having re-
gard to the changed eonditions and needs
of the rural areas, this report should be
invaluable. T think also that if it is pn=-
sible to take this report and make it the
starting point for the great work of re.con-
ditioning the farmers’ debts, and ve-valuinr
their securifios, it will he shown thai the
report is, as I sav, of cxtreme value. and
the Commissioners in those eireumstances
might well be regarded as the benefactors
of Western Australin. T had bulk hand-
hng and other matters to refer to, Imt T
shall have to pend them until some more
suitable opportunity, for as it happens I
have an appointment which i= interfering
with the pursuance of my remarks.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.5): T da ot
propose adversely to cuiticise the Trabsport
Board, for in my opinion the hoard i~ an
excellent one. T acknowledge, however. that
we have given the hoard a very heavy task,
one indeed which ne bodx of persons, how-
ever earnest thex might be, could di~charor
to the satisfaction of all concerned.  Noi
only is it impossible for the board to carry
out its duty to the satisFaction of thoese n=ine
the roads, but it is impossible al<o for it to



Thd

eive ~ntizfaction to those who view the mat-
ter impersonally and in an independent way.
The Minister for Railways unfortunately dis-
closes suel a lack of sympathy with those
operating the motor trucks that the work of
the board is necessarily the more diflienlt.
1 want to ask, will the eo-operation provided
in the Aet assist the railways to any material
extent, and will it convert the heavy loss
whieli the railways are now ereating into a
profit, however small? \gain, will the saeri-
fice which the road nperators are being
called wpan to wake, ultimately help the rail-
wiyd to any maferial extent?

The Minister for Railwayvs: The ratlways
have never attempted te pay their way.
Their job is to develop the country.

Mr. SAMPSON: I know that, but at the
stne Time it would be a shoeking thing if,
singe the Transport Co-ordination Aet has
been pasced, a rveal cffort were not put up
lo make the railways pay their way.

The Minister for Railwavs: They could
casily pay theiy way if they liked to eharge
people o reagonahle rate.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: 1 suggest that a review
of the time-tables would be helpful. There
are juany trains running which shounld not
run. I daresay this matter is veceiving the
conzideration of the Transport Board and
that it is carefnlly serutinising the time-
tables {o aseertain whether some of these
trains which run in the mebropolitan area
should not be struck off the time-table,

The Minister for Hailways: And then you
would lead a deputation asking for their re-

instatement  lor  the convenience of the
publie.
Mr., SAMPSON: The Minister did not

allow me two finish. | say there ave many
frain~ running practieally empty, and I hope
the Transport Board has the necessary
power closely to serutinize the matter and, if
neces=ary, sce that those trams eease rnning
and that =eme areangement be made {ov
molor hises to take their place. There is no
doubt the ruuning of empty trains heiween
Perth mel Fremaentle and out in the subur-
ban areas does not make for the development
of the comntry, but makes for the bank-
rapley ol the rallways anid  ecauses  the
Treastnrer no end of difliculty. So 1 sugees
to th- Minister thar the Tramsport Co-
ordipation Aeét he not used as a means
wherehy the siaft of the Ruilway Department
shall e unduly inereased. No  doubt addi-
tiona! wilteers and men will be required, but
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the list should not he andded to without £full
justification.

Mr. Hegney: Do you suggest that the men
should work longer hours?

My, SAMPSON: Whose is this voice from
the wilderness, with such a ridienlous ques-
tion? Do | suggest they work longer hours?
Nothing of the sort. Bub do we want the
Minister to be taken to the Arbitration Court
and charged with o breach of the award?
With all the faults of the Minister I do not
desire that. | said the Minister has acted
with lack of consideration and sympathy in
regard to the Aet. When the Bill was before
the House last session and the question of
the license fees to he charged was being dis-
cussed, he Minister said the license fee
ghould be on the basis of 10 per cent. of the
wross proceeds. T had the temerily to sog-
west Lhat in place of its being the gross pro-
ceeds, it should be the net proceeds, On that
oceazion the Minister was distinetly rude,
and hig reply was most unealled for.

The Minister for Railways: 1 had for-
wotten all that,

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister should not
have forgotten it. [t has been suggested that
the crains are run for the development of
the country. [ admit that, but I say some
of the trains should be cut out, not only sub-
arban trains, but trains in other distriets,
ani | hope Lhe Transport Board will do its
utmeost to put this matter on the fairest basis.
[ 1924, on oiny return from Queensland, tak-
ing iy political life in my hands I eame to
the Iouse and advoeated the creation of
committee-of-direction methods of market-
ing. The then Minister for Agrieulture, now
the Minister for Lands, brought down o Bill,
the effect of which was to give controlled
marketing. However, the Bill cune to grief
in another place.

The Minister for Lunds: At the hands
af the people who now want it.

Alr. SAMPSON: To-day the world las
advanced to such an extent that there is
littde need fo ndvoente controlled marketing,
There has bheen an advanee all along the
line, and even in the House of Commons,
control s heen inaugurated, So it is in
New Zealand, New South Whales, and vart-
ous countries of the world. But the position
is not ag the opponents of controlled mar-
keting wonid have others believe.  Con-
trotted mavketing really means marketing
controlled hy the producers or growers.

The Minister for Lands: Is not the con-
sumer to have a say?
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Mr, SAMPP'SON: Yes. The Minister gave
the conswmer some consideration in his Bill,
el of cotese the constintier mist have some
vonsideration. 1 was with the Minister
vight through ihe different stages of that
Bill, and if a Bill giving the producer con-
trol were tu be brought down, I would be
with it again,  The opinivns of those con-
cerned have developed in the lust lew years,
They are begimiog o realise that the mun
whoe produces commodities should bave a say
in the marketing of them, and [ hope the
day when that will come about will not
be long delayed. 1t is impossible to defer
the time indefinitely. What L am now about
to say s a sad cowmentary gn Western
Australin,  Not loug ago, a meeting of a
Truit organisation was held in Melbourne,
and practically the only representatives who
oppused a measure ol contrel were those
why altended from this State. The opinions
ol those who speak against control must
be respected, but 1 hope that before long
they, in common with growers in most parts
of the world, certainly ol the unew world,
will give their support to it. A few weeks
ago in Sydney [ attended a conference
called by the Fraitgrowers' Federation of
New South Wales, at which a resolution was
passed that indicates the growth of public
vpinion and grower opinion on marketing.
The motion read—

That conference represent to the Siate Par-

lizment the necessity for baving the present
Marketing Act atemded {o permit of the epa-
struction of marketing Lourds for speeific pur-
poses, such boards te He subjeet to the control
uf {he growers concermed.
(Growers in every couniry are more or less
individualistic in their outlovk.  They are
not cxtremists. They do not fake to a new
line of thought quickly. They think it out
carefully.  The econference in Nevw South
Wales that carvied the wmotion represented
growers (rom ail parts of the Stade,  This
is symptomatic of what is eecurring through-
oui the English-speaking world.

Mr, JJo H. Smith: Ther have a ditferent
line of thoughi From that held by the Froit-
growers” Association of Western Australia.

Mr. SAMPSON: There is a division of
upinion; rrowers here luve decided Uit
they du not desire control. | wish to make
it clear that L am wot advacating tiw (ype ol
conirol that some people urge. What 1 wish
to see inaugurated is grower eontrol, Give
the zrower the vight to eontrol the markel-
ing of hiz own products. The lu-t thing
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1 would do would be to interfere wilb
those most eoucerned.  Still, 1 am to sume
extetit peisonally cvnserned in Fruit grow-
ing and wheat growing, but whether L were
ur not, I would claim and exercise the right
to say what, in my opinion, should he done.
As 1 hove alveady mentioned, in 1924 L in-
troduced the subject to this House. 1t wa-
then quite new to Western Ausiralia. |
wis the apostie vf controlled marketing.
Some day [ hope to see it recognised and
in full operation. A few weeks ago a largely
attended meeting of poultry farmers wa-
held in the Sydney Town Hall, and, accord-
ing to n newspaper repori, a miajorily vl
about nine Lo one favoured the re-esfublish-
ruent of a board of eontrol. Any remark-
vn the Addeess-in-reply wauld be incomplete
unless relerence were made to sustenance
workers. [ stand with my leader in uttering
detestation of compulsory unionism. Any-
one who would compel those men who
through stress of cirenmstances are compel-
led to accept sustenance, part-time or reliel
work, to pay to belong to a union hefore
lbeing perwitted to provide food and cloth-
ing for their wives and families, is ulterly
unworthy and guilty of improper behaviour.

Miss Holman: Not half as bud as your
Government charging them all emergency
tax.

AMr SAMPSON: T was not in favour ol
that, but 1 think if the hon. member looks
info the question, she will find that the then
Crovernment took the very sensible view now
taken by her.

Miss Tlolman: You chavged them the lax.

My, SAMPSON: The fax was charged
when they received over £2 a week.

Miss llolman: The tax was charged to
sinzle men receiving over €] a week,

Alv. SAMPSON: | would not stand for
auxthing that was wrong,  Last session [
asked the Minister for Fmployvment a gues-
tion regardine the pavinent ol wmon fees.
[ am sorey the Minmster for Heallle is not
present, beeause the other night he endeav-
onred to refule a statement by the Leade
of the Opposition that the present Goveru-
ment had made it obliralory For suslenans
workers 1o belone to o wnion, [ asked the
Mini~ler  Tor  Faplovment  Iast spession
whether he was aware that o notice haed been
posted at different places where relief work
wis heinge carried out <tatine that union fees
eubd he paid by instalment=. The Minister,
without equivecation, replied that (hat wa
0.
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Mr. Wanzbrough : There wus nothing
wrong in o permitting payment by instal-
ments, surely!

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t is diflicult to express
in ordinary language one’s opinion of any
step compelling men on relief work to pay
into unton funds. There are very few men
indeed who would be a party to it. If L
remember aright, the mnount taken was hall-
a-crown each fortnmight. A comparatively
stuall watter, bat one that ought to be ven-
tilated, concerns the loads cavried by motor
lrucks, particularly in the hills distriets.
Such loads should be limited to the weight
for which the frucks were designed by the
manutacturers. Additional weight is some-
times approved if oversized Lyres and addi-
tional springs are fitted, aud alterations
wade to the bodies. The added weight im-
poses an undue sirain on the brakes, amd
this constituies a real danger to other users
ol the road in the event of a breakdown. |
am told that on two occasions trueks carry-
ing loads in excess of those for which they
were built got out of control of the drivers
v the Welshpoo! hill. That road is part
of a licensed motor bus ronte, and it does
not require much imagination to realise the
great danger that over-laden trucks consti-
tute to other road tratic. There should be
uv broadmindedness in allowing trncks Lo
carry loads in excess of those for which they
were built. Li is not the.fault of the road
board that this oceurs hecause the trucks are
vot always licensed in the distriet. 1 do not
wish to prefer a complaint against any offi-
cer, but I suggest that theve should De
stricter supervision, and there should be
some policing of the Traflic Act to ensure
that exeess loads are not carried. By ihis
I mean that the excess should not be serious
1 do nut Ielieve in being pernickely or un-
fuir. It is perhaps dificull to tell within
pue or two hundredweight, but when a trock
is londed Lo the extent of one or fwo tons
in exeess of what it is desigoed to carry, it
is time action was laken.  Speaking of the
Welshpool road rentinds we that that thor-
oughiare from a point on the Adbany road,
through Welshpool, up Welshpool and Les-
murdie bill, through to Kalamuadu, vver the
pailway line, over Diesse’s Brook and past
Mundaring Weir to Mundaring on the York
read, has been approved as a developumental
road. 8o fur the constructed portion has
reaclhed  Plesse’s  Brook. About  six
miles vemain to by completed, and il
would be in the interests of the State it
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that work were completed. 16 wenld ro-
lieve traflic on the York road, open up a
good deal ol cultivable [and, and wake
available o round trip. [ kaow that the
Minister For Works is keen on constructing
roads, and this roud would not run along-
side a railway. In that vespect it is a cor-
reet voute ¥or a voad. If vne wished to
be satirical, one might say that if there had
been a railway line through that part, the
road would have been built years ago.

The Minister for Railways: The railways
enable (he country to be settled first of all,
and then the roads ave built.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t js impossible for set-
tlement to proceed in that part unless the
road is provided. I have driven through
that part many times. hut only in dry
wealher ix it possible 1o gelt throngh, The
seepage is very severe, and it would he
utterly impossible fo get through at all
seasons of the year. I{ the road were built,
it would be mueh appreeciated. Let me now
refer to the trouble with the school teachers.
Though it may be greatly aring on my
part, I venlure the opinion that there must
he two sides to the guestion. | am aware
that the feeling of the publie generally iz
against the teachers. My experience ol
school teachers induces we to believe that
they are most helpful in all wmatters, and
that they frequently give up u great deal
of their private time in helping the chiid-
ren. 1 have been associated with musical
and eloentionary tests, funetions eonneeted
with e estublishment of small school
vrchards and different projeet clubs, and
other things ol the kind which have been
carried out by the teachers who lave
affurded the utmost encoursgewent to their
small charges. 1 will not embarrass the
Minister by mmaking statements, because [
do not know enough about the subject. My
knowledge of the teachers, both male and
femule, is such as to justily me in saying
that they arve coneerned with the wellare
ail the ehildren, and have done muaeh work
Lor them outside their vrdinary hours. Any-
one who has been to the Itoyal Show and
notived the work of the teachuers, particu-
larly those of the South-West, wherein hey
have encouraged the children, will agree that
the svoner this debacle is brought to an end
the better it will be Lor all concerned.

The Minister LTor Lunds: The sooner this
childishness is brought to an end the better.
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Mr. BAMPSON: T will
comment on the matler. 1 think we had
hetter not refer to eithepy side. 1 do noi
want to say anything that may prevent Lhe
matter from being put into order.

The Minister for Lands: [t is an exhibi-
tion of petulance or childishness.

Mr. SAMPSON: The children ave suffer-
ing beeause of it. [ hope Lhat sweet reason
will prevail, and that on both sides a dis-
position will be shown to meet the position
half-wav, and close whot has been u very
reerettable episode.

not make any

The Minister for Justice: T we eould
wipe out from the statute bonk the financial
emergency deductions the teachers would he
well satisfied. Unfortunately, this eannot
he done. They will not Teaiise Tarts.

AMr. SAMPSON: T understand there are
eertain annmalies.

The Minister for Justiece: Tt is all very
well to talk about anomalies,

Mr. SAMPSON: T do not want fo sav
anvthing that is ineorreet.  The teachers ne
doubt have some vight on their side. So far
as T have bheen able to jndme from their
netions T am prompted to say

The Minister for Justice: You eannot dis-
eover in the public Tress or anywhere else
that they have vight on their side.

Mr, SAMPSON: T know it is said (hat
the teachers are overpaid, and that eom-
pared with the farmers they are doing very
well. The tearlier is limited to a cortain
income, nnd neither male nor female tracher
ean go hevordd it. In the case of the farmer,
however, a brighter day may he voming.

The Minister for Justice: They have had
some dark days, but they ure hrighter now.
Their conditions will improve when the
financinl position improves.

Mr. SAMPSOX: T hope some rapproch-
ment may come about hetween those con-
cerned, so that the school children may de-
rive that help which was previousty accorded
to them outside sehool hours, help which
the teachers themselves most generously co-
operated to give.

The Minister for Justice: Tn the past.

Mr. SAMPSON: At the moment [ am
awaiting a reply with regard to the holding
of a field competition for the children. |
know what is happening. There is an atti-
tnde of masterly inactivity.

The Minister for Justice: And there will
eontinne to he so long as that attitude enn.
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ttnues.  Nothing will be done until the
tenchers alter their attitude.

Mr. SAMPRON: 1| hope that whatever
the Minister can do, in honour to imselt- —

The Minister for Justice: We cannot be
forced into doing anvihing that is unjust
by the childishness of such people.

Mr. BAMPRON: -—will be done to end
this unfortunate trouble.

The Ministiy tor Justive: The Minister
will not be hounced into doing things ihai
are not in the interests of the Siale.

The Mintster For Lands: T think the ehild-
ren wil pull througi.

Mr. SAMPSON: But nal as well as they
did when the old system was in operafion.
The Minister for Lands: | think se.

Mr. SAMEFSON: T am pleased the Minis-
ter for Railways anticipates heing able to
spend £500,000 in extensions of the clee-
tricity supply. According to the Speech,
the eleetricity supply last year showed an
improvement of approximately £16,000, over
the previeus yenr, when the profit  was
£17,000. 1 hope the Minister will be able
to do what T know he is anxious to do,
namely, extend the supply inte the suburhan
and outer suburban arveas. This would fead
to a vast imprevement in the finaneial posi-
tion of crowers who at present in certain
loealitivs eannot make a living, T trusi it
will not b tone belore the necessary exten.
sions are made. T now wish to denl wilh
bk handling.

The Minister Tor Justice: Arve tlhere any
wheat Tarmers in vour listricg?

Mr, SAMPSON: No, hut I grow whent
mysell.  The instaliation of the new sys-
tem, with the (nancial help provided by the
Ca-operative Balk 1andling Company, over
a considerable pition of the eastern Wheat
Belt, bas already been brought about. I
understand the installation has proved satis-

factory, The company is now asking for
further sites, | helieve 1hat is the extent
of their request io fhe {jovernment. One
realises  the greal dlilliculties whieh con-

front the tarmer<. The cost of production
must be kepi as low as possible so that the
national wealth may he increased to the
wreatest pos<ible extent, 1 hope even at this
late the fiovernment will forgo the
sugeezted Roval Commission and eef on with
the joh,

B HE

M. Wansheough: Whe will provide the
rolling stoek?
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Mr. SAMPRON: The Government, whilst
fhe company will do all that is necessary in
the erection of silos and other enuipment.
It is ceconomiecal to handle wheat in bulk.
Tt is no use saying that the scheme is in
the experimentul stage, In 1928, in com-
pany with the Teader of the Opposifion, and
Mr. O'Keefe, a douvnalist of Subiaco, T
wenl throurh n Hour mill m London Wall.
We were informed that evervthing had heen
done to cnable the wheat to he handled in
hulk. We must move with the times so that,
we may eompete with other countries.  1f
our wheat is sent abrowd in hags there will
not be the same demand for if, and if' it is
emptied ont of the hags at the port of ship-
ment, a considerable sum will he added o
the cost of handling.  There is a growing
helief  that the Government will not
have anvthing to do with bulk handling. and
that whilst they remain in office there will
he no ehance of extending the principle. T
hope there is mno jostification for {hat
rumonr.

The Minister for Lands: When your party
was in power the Govermment conld naot
amree upon it either.

Mr. SAMPSON: The then Minister for
Works spent howrs putting up a ease lor
bk handling, and T reenll some objeetions
heing raised hy the then Opposition.

The Minister for Tands: Don’t von ve-
memher the then Minister for Works ve-
porting against his own proposal?

Mr. SAMPSON: No. T am not going
in dispufe that statement, but no douhbt, if
M. Tindsay were here, he wonld clavify th~
pasition in sueh a way as to make it clear
withonl offence to the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: He did not azree
with the proposition, and was opposed to
il personally.

Mr. SAMPSON: Opposed to hulk hand-
ling? ‘

The Minister for Justice: Tn the seheme,
not to the principle. Perhaps this Govern-
ment are opposed to the scheme and not (o
fhie prineiple.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: The member for Guild-
ford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) said
he had saved £100 last year through hnlk
handling. We are eentinunally reading in
the Press that the farmers had made sav-
ings by means of the scheme. Waunld not
{he Minister for Lands himself make a sav-
ing if he could handle his wheat in hallk?
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The Minister for Tands: T wounld not save
a shilling.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt is hecoming out of
date to market wheat in bags. We must
do what other countries are doing. That
is onlv fair to our farmers.

The Minister for Lands: When some of
then got it they found they had something
that was of no nse to them.

Mr. BAMPRON: There has heen wide-
sprresed graiifieation over the fair and proper
atkitude of the Premier in respect to the
vole taken hy the people on Secession. 1
hope the Premier will maintain that attitude
right through. He will then have the satis-
faction of knowing that he has given effect
to the will and the vote of the people. We
have yet to learn how the Case for Seces-
sion is to be presented to the Imperial Par-
liament.

The Minister fur Justice: We have heen
authovised to appoint a delegation.

Mr. SAMPSON: According to the legis-
lation that was passed, the Premier is to
appoint the delegation. T hope it will com-
prise a represcntative of the Glovernment, the
leaders of the two Opposition parties, the
Solicitor General {Mr. Walker) who did =o
much in preparing the Case, and Mr. H. K,
Watson, Chairman of the Dominien T.eagne.

ATy, Wanshrongh: You are adding one.

Mr. SAMPSON: No: I am mentioning
three: a representative of the Clovernment.
the Leader of the Country Party, and the
Teader of the National Party; and T am
suggesting that those three gentlemen should
have flie assistance which Mr. Walker and
Mr. Watson woulld he able to give.

Mr. Wansbrough: What abont the Agent
Cteneral?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Agent General is
there, and no doubt he would help materially,

The Minister for Justice: What ahout the
feader of the independent party?

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the Ministey will
not treat the matter with levity.

The Minister for Justice: Oh nao!

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not regard it with
levitv. The Aet provides for three dele-
gates only: otherwise T wounld say, “Yes,
Iet ug send the memhber for Mt. Marshall”
But T eannot go further than the Act ones,
We have heen struck with amazement at the
futility or the stupidity of the Federal Gov-
crament in proposing to send copies of the
Case for Union to the people thronghout
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Western Australia. I do not know whether
all members have vet received copies of the
Case. I have received one. The general
publie, however, have not yet been furnishea
with copies. To me the distribution con-
templated by the Federal Government ap-
pears a perfectly unjustifiable waste of
money, We have all had an opportunity
of reading the Case for Union when it was
published as a supplement to the “West
Australian.” I anticipate that hundreds
of people in this State will refuse accept-
ance of the copies of the Case for Union.
or, alternatively, that the copies will be burnt
in the streets.

On motion by Miss Holman, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 8.48 p.m.
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Address-in-Reply, sixth day ... ... 169

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayvers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, leave of
absence for four weeks granted to Hon. H.
V. DPiesse {Sounth-East) on the ground of
ill-health.

On motion by Hon. J. XNicholson, leave
of absence for two weeks granted to Hon.
L. B. Bolton (Metropolitan) on the ground
of urgent private business.
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PAPERS—COOLGARDIE MINERS'
UNION, ANNUAL CONSULTATION.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, ordered:
That the file velating to the application of
the Coolgardie Federated Miners' Union to
hoid their annual consultation be laid upon
the Table of the House.

MOTION—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT.

To Disallow Regulation.

Orler of the Day read tor the resumption
of the debate from 14th August, on the
following motion by Hon. A. Thomson—

That Repnlation No. 4%, made under the
State Transport Co-Chrdination Met, 1933, as
published in the ‘*Government Gazetle' on
16th Mareh, 1924, and laid on the Table of
the House on vth August, 1934, be and is
hereby disallowed.

HON J. J. BOLMES (North)
1 move—

That the consideration of this Order of the
Day he postponed for a week.

I understand that this matter is heing
looked intn and it is hoped that within the
week a solution of the diiticulty will have
been arrived at.

[4.37]:

Motion put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.

Dehate resumed from the 15th August.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central)
[4.38) : While not the possessor of a very
good memory, I would have to acknowledge
a poor one indeed if my mind on this occa-
sion did not revert to a sitting about six
vears azo when [ rose to participate in the
Address-in-reply debate. Animated by a de-
sire conscientiously to carry out my duty
to the people who had had sufficient confi-
dence in me to send me fo this august Cham-
ber, T amn afraid T lent point to a well-worn
old saving, “Fools rush in where angels fear
to tread.” I rose in my place and spoke
with no desire to hurt any member’s feel-
ings, hut merely anxious to =say what I
thought should be said: the result was that
I did hurt someone’s feelings. I would like
to state very plainly on this occasion that I
realise many old members of this House



